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Although there are numerous uses for domestic 
drones, research by the Association for Unmanned 
Vehicle Systems International (AUVSI) has found 
that precision agriculture and public safety are 
the most profitable commercial and civil markets 
and may provide 90 percent of the total potential 
market for unmanned aerial systems. Drones are 
already in use by federal, state, and local agencies 
and aid in law enforcement. According to 
Gretchen West, Vice President of AUVSI, “[drone] 
technology is an extra tool to help an industry 
be more effective.”9 

There are economic incentives to making drones 
more prevalent in the national airspace. Industry 
leaders and policymakers maintain that the United 
States loses $10 billion in potential economic 
revenue each year that drone integration is 
delayed10. In 2013, several drone manufacturers 
paid nearly $26 million to AUVSI, which is lobbying 
for the expedited integration of unmanned vehicles 
and robotics.11  

As domestic drones become more prevalent, 
however, several issues remain unresolved. 
These issues are particularly salient because 
drones are likely to transform the physical 
and legal landscapes of our country. An overview 
of existing law suggests that there are inadequate 
safeguards in place to protect privacy and due 
process rights.

“I have seen firsthand the surveillance capabilities of 
drone aircrafts. Drones have the unique capability to 
peer into private homes and businesses and listen to 
private conversations…[There was] a demonstration 
in front of my house, and so, I went to the window 
to peek out and see who was there, and there was a 
drone right there, at the window, looking out at me.” 
- Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), independent 
testimony on domestic drone usage, hearing of 
the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation, January 15, 2014 1

Drones are aircraft that can be operated 
without the possibility of human intervention on 
or within the aircraft2.  The vast prevalence of 
domestic drones is nearly inevitable. In February 
2012, Congress passed the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) Modernization and Reform 
Act, which mandated that drones be further 
integrated into the national airspace by September 
20153.  The Secretary of Transportation4  and the 
FAA were delegated with the responsibility of 
making domestic drone operation a reality5.  
The FAA has already made progress toward 
this goal: in November 2013, the FAA produced 
a roadmap for the integration of drones and 
in December, the FAA selected six sites to test 
domestic drone integration.6
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