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October 24, 2013 

Mr. Abraham Foxman 

National Director of the Anti-Defamation League  

 

Dear Mr. Foxman, 

 
We write this letter with respect to the inclusion of the Muslim Public Affairs Council (MPAC) in the Anti-

Defamation League’s (ADL) “2013 Top Ten Anti-Israel Groups in the U.S.” list.  

 

We are disappointed by the inclusion of MPAC in a list of the “worst of the worst” of “groups that comprise 

today’s anti-Israel movement [who] lob any and every accusation against Israel – including charges of Nazi-

like crimes, apartheid policies, ethnic cleansing, war crimes and genocide – in an effort to liken Israel to the 

world’s true past and present evils.”  

 

MPAC’s advocacy is firmly based on the values and principles of our country and community. We have been 

a proponent of religious freedom and have spoken out against all forms of bias against any faith, both within 

the U.S. and abroad. We have been critical of a number of governments on their human rights and civil rights 

violations. Many of the countries we have vociferously criticized have been Muslim-majority countries. We 

do not believe that this makes us anti-Muslim; any more than voicing a concern about Israeli policies makes 

us anti-Israel.  

 

We recognize and appreciate ADL’s acknowledgment that “MPAC works on a variety of international and 

domestic issues, including countering violent extremism, protecting religious freedom, hate crime response 

and interfaith work... [and] that MPAC has been involved in positive civil rights advocacy on behalf of the 

Muslim community in the U.S.”  

 

The fact that any critical evaluation of Israeli policy, whether by MPAC or any other party, is deemed by 

ADL as “anti-Israel activity” and “involvement in anti-Israel campaigns” borders on infringement of 

freedom of speech.  

 

We find ADL’s list troubling precisely because ADL’s overarching goal while fighting anti-Semitism is to 

“secure justice and fair treatment to all.” ADL is aware that MPAC shares its values and stands alongside it 

and any organization that “fights anti-Semitism and all forms of bigotry [and that] defends democratic ideals 

and protects civil rights for all.”  

 

The work of ADL and MPAC converges in ensuring the best of our ideals are implemented to keep America 

a vibrant democracy.  

 

Because of our shared values, we wish you had come to us with your concerns so that we could have 

addressed them in an environment conducive to supporting one another.  

 

The inclusion of MPAC in your “worsts” list, the efficacy and purpose of which is in itself a question, is all 

the more worrying because rather than fostering cooperation in similar values, it creates disharmony and 

distrust. This negativity permeates not only between our organizations but also throughout the greater 

community which is trying to build partnerships to strengthen our effectiveness in meeting the challenges of 

promoting democratic and humanitarian ideals.  
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We hope to continue our dialogue and would like to engage with you to further our mutual goals. Thus we 

are available to meet with you and to discuss your concerns. 


