
VOICES FOR VAWA: MUSLIMS UNITED AGAINST 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND SEXUAL ABUSE

BACKGROUND
Written to protect women against domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault and stalking problems, 
the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) was introduced in 1994 by then Sen. Joe Biden (D-DE) and supports 
comprehensive, effective and cost-saving responses to these crimes. VAWA programs, administered by the 
Departments of Justice and Health and Human Services, give law enforcement, prosecutors and judges the 
tools they need to hold offenders accountable and keep communities safe while supporting victims.

Since its passage, reporting of domestic violence has increased by 51 percent, the number of individuals 
killed by an intimate partner has decreased by 34 percent for women and 57 percent for men and 
more victims are receiving lifesaving assistance to help them move from crisis to stability. 

CURRENT STATUS
In 2012, the 112th Congress stalled and did not vote to reauthorize VAWA for another five years with extra 
provisions included to protect immigrant, the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered (LGBT) and Native 
American communities. In mid-January, Sens. Patrick Leahy (D-VT) and Mike Crapo (R-ID) reintroduced the bill for 
reauthorization in the Senate. While VAWA is expected to be passed in a bipartisan vote in the Senate, members 
of the House of Representatives are showing hesitation in passing the same bill. Their reason for stalling is the 
Senate provisions protecting immigrant, Native American and LGBT communities. At this point, the House and 
Senate have not reconciled their two versions of the bill into one to send to the president’s desk to sign into law.

MYTHS AND FACTS
Myth: Native American women are not in need of protection against domestic violence.
Fact: Native American women are battered, raped and stalked at far greater rates than any 
other population of women in the United States. 34 percent of Native American women will 
be raped in their lifetimes and 39 percent will be the victim of domestic violence. 

Myth: Domestic violence, sexual violence, stalking and dating violence does not affect the LGBT community.
Fact: LGBT victims experience this type of violence at approximately the same rate as the non-LGBT community. 
Unfortunately, 45 percent of LGBT victims report being turned away from domestic violence shelters when they seek help. 
In fact, studies show service providers lack cultural competency when it comes to victims from the LGBT community. 

Myth: There have never been provisions for immigrant women in VAWA.
Fact: Immigrant women do not have to choose between safety or deportation. The original 
VAWA bill included immigrants under its protection. Since 1994, Congress has repeatedly 
reaffirmed their commitment to immigrant survivors through bipartisan legislation. 

Myth: The American Muslim community is not affected by domestic violence.
Fact: According to Project Sakinah, a nonprofit established in 1979 designed to gather community efforts to stop 
family violence, 66 percent of Muslims in a recent study answered that they knew a Muslim who had been physically 
abused. 53 percent in the study responded they were physically abused themselves. Since the passage of VAWA, victims 
of all races, creeds and religions have a chance at a better life with the protections afforded by the legislation.

WHAT THIS MEANS TO THE AMERICAN MUSLIM COMMUNITY
As American Muslims, we are concerned with the lack of reconciliation of the two versions of VAWA by Congress. This 
issue is too important to delay action. We must end domestic and sexual abuse now. American Muslims are not immune 
to this disease and as such, we must ensure that our voice calling for the reauthorization of VAWA is loud and clear. Our 
faith teaches us that the most vulnerable in society must be taken care of so we have a responsibility to contact our 
members of Congress to urge them to vote to support women who are victims of domestic violence and sexual assault. 



TAKE ACTION ON VAWA
With the reauthorization of the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) on the Senate floor 
and the provisions still under debate in Congress, there is a lot we can do as a community 
to get involved and urge our elected officials to vote to reauthorize VAWA.

TAKE ACTION!
Call your member of Congress and urge him/her to vote to reauthorize VAWA and to reconcile the 
House and Senate versions into one bill so President Barack Obama can finally sign VAWA into 
law and provide critical support to victims of domestic violence and sexual assault. 

To find your senator or representative’s phone number, visit the online congressional directory, or call 
the Capitol switchboard at (202) 224-3121 and ask for your senator’s or representative’s office. 

TALKING POINTS
Hi, my name is _____________________, and I am a constituent from [city, state]. I am calling about an 
important issue, the reauthorization of the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA). I urge (Senator/Representative) 
to vote for the swift reauthorization of VAWA to ensure a continued federal response to domestic violence, dating 
violence, sexual assault and stalking. I also urge him/her to vote in support of VAWA for the benefit of all.

Thank you, and I look forward to hearing that the [Senator/Representative] is a supporter and co-sponsor of the bill.

SET UP A MEETING WITH YOUR ELECTED OFFICIAL
One of the most impactful and effective ways of getting your message across to your elected official 
is to visit his/her district office and have a personal conversation with a member of his/her staff. 
Make sure to explain why the reauthorization of VAWA is important to YOU as a constituent of the 
member, as well as the nation as a whole. Urge the member to vote to reauthorize VAWA.

MORE RESOURCES FROM THE NATIONAL TASKFORCE TO END  
SEXUAL AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
The National Taskforce has 
worked tirelessly to create an 
all-encompassing toolkit to 
help when approaching policy-
makers, community members 
and congressional offices to push 
for the reauthorization of VAWA.

Please visit The National Taskforce 
to End Sexual and Domestic 
Violence Against Women website 
to download a useful toolkit 
you can use to mobilize your 
family, friends and community!

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Violence_Against_Women_Act
http://www.congress.org/congressorg/directory/congdir.tt
http://www.4vawa.org
http://www.4vawa.org
http://www.4vawa.org
http://www.mpac.org/

